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1. ~:~~ A~~~~~trat~~~ r&~~@~fj~ an a~~cirtiollilexltOf’$i’~jooii’tQ,,~raq

far a two-yearexjansio~oj a’8GMol &eeMngyro@anme {tb-otifjhthe school

year &ld,ingMay 195’7)re’actiing’”’k%i6s p@a~’3@;~@ pri~fi ~$h~o~”chi~fireri”

Gf thtsnumber’iOO}OOO-yillbe:receiving’schcollunches,and 2@jQ@ w~fi”,,
be receivingonlya Glassof”milkand fish-liver:oilcapsules’-“UN~CEF-wtll

pr6viiie3,2io tons of pa~dered’akimmilk’ati ti.litilllig~f~S~-liv~fi-W

capsulesfor this~“ogamme. It ii expectedthat-extensi&’ofthe ~robtiamme

to new schools“~arthddfstiibw:itin”ofthe milk and capsules’on~-will’pave

the way for a ~ore rapidex~%~sion‘toa full‘schoollunc~l?ro@a~e”

The currentschoollunchpro~amme, which UNICEFhas leeh assistingin the,.....,.
past two y=eara (E/IcEF/R.431)%eganwtth 25,G00,benefic.ar$esjand r~acheda ‘

peak’&F,62.,500at the end of the scholasticyear iQMaY:19550 .,, ,,

2* ~he:GoVe&&t k&j as it~ object~~et~le~evelopmexliOf a
.. ,,

per%anentsctioolfeeiin~jyogmme.
,.

Ori@naUy, the-Govemxuenttarequestwaq

w~de fen+a’three-jearp&rs,&e whichw6uld’~xtendt’hr6u~htie “SchOO1’yearS

1957-58 (witha peak of 1202000chilciren”to-’%cei~e“SChOOlluticfi~s~~ “

250;OCJ0Childrento Teceivemillcafi fish-liver-oil-caysulc’sonly)l’How’&tierj

whilethe Governmenthas alreadymadearrangementson tlaisbasi.sjthe ‘
.

uncertaintyof the availa’bilttyto UNICEFfor cmsumyticnbeyoti1957 of u“~” ‘

surplusskimmilk freeat the port of exithas yreventedtheAdministration.’
f?rbm”’’preparin~a three-yeararrangementat thissta~ec The Boardmay he

requestedto extemiUIYI’CEFatd to this progr~mmefor a thirdyeer(1957-58scho{

year)when the situationre~ardin~availabilityof pGwQeredskimmilkbecomes

clearer,
/3. The Governmentwill
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“- The Governmentwill continueto providelocalfuod~(vegetablesj

bread,fruit,eggs,etc.)for the schoollunchp~ogrmune, and two -thirds

ftsh.liver-oilcapsulesrequireds(lhringthe achoolyear endinginliayX222,

the Governmentprovidedhalf of the fish-l!.ve~.o$lcapsules).The matchingof

the Governmentfor the two-yearprogrammerecommendedin thispaperis estimated
,.,

at $1J700,CXX)*

4. In additionto the aid for tht~ programne,6:000izxfantsjpreschool

chfldrenland nurs$n~and pt’e?gwmrljm’therawere receivingUNXEl?nlilkin

mid-~%q throu~hMCW cent?les%! partof a plan to developdistributionchannels

befOrethe start-upof the UNICEE’.a,tdedtiilk,yasteur$z$~and @je&iljzing

plant.

CM&t nutrition /.’

5“ Mf’ormat@n cn tk, nutrition”andhealthof schoozchildrenin

Iraqand an Ogtlineof effortsalready undertaken to initiatea ~cxrnanent

s~bemef’orschoolfeeiltngweredeaaribedin the previousrecommendationto the

numberof ~~03000childreaof pr,ixmaryschoolage, the numberof children

attendingschoolha’sincreasedto 2~3,000(3954/55), and the Government

plansin the courseof the next’fiveyearsto Trovideschoolfacilitiesfor

the majorityof children0$’pfimaryscho~la~e,

Rogmss to da%e

6. The schoolfeedinGprogrammeis u@er the supervisionof the

schOOl IfealthServiceD&ectorate of the Ministryof Health, Techziical

advicehas been ~vov’idedby an FAO consultant.Reeponsibil$.tyfor

implementationreslxjwith schgo~healthofficerswho recei~edfi ori+ntatt~

courseon the projectin the capital. Provisionof the localfundsrequired

is rf&iQin an annualbudGetPf eachparticipatingU.wa (Province)eetup to

ccverthe‘cost’of the feedingprogramrgeand to providecloth~n~to prfnaryschool

chtldren.,

,’

/7 Selwwm of
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7“ Selectionof schoolsand the introductionof schoollunches
..

v

progressedslowlyduringthe firstyear of the UNICEF-aidedprogramme

1953/54,reachinga totalof about 25,000children.A set-backwas e~erfenced
,.

duringthe latter~rt of the schoolyear as a refiultof,the severefloods.

8. The experiencegainedduringthe firstyear of operationenabled

the Governmentto planrricreeffec%ivejyand fn greaterdetailfor the second

year. A CentralAdvisory Eoardat the capital,which ori@nallY had been

set uy withinthe Ministryof Health,was re-formedas an inter-ministerial

bOdy tO allOwmore effectivecaordi~tf~ betweenthe minfstrie~concerned,

A similarreorganizationwaa effected,inall fourteenLiwaswherethe Service

becamethe res~onsibilityof a SchoolFeedingBoardcomyosedof schoolhealth,

educationand provincialadministrationchfefofficers. By”theend of the

schoolyear the programmewas reaching62,500childrendaily,

9* ‘l!her~is evidenteve~here, em.ongLiwa officialsas wezl as in the

localconummities,a yosi-tiveand activeinte~estin the programne,

occasionallyto the ex~entthatplanningof expansionexceedsthe

~ossibilttiesof existingfacilities.Teachersand schoolmedicalofficershave

reportedfavorably throughouton the effectof the dailyschoolmeal and refer

to suchfactorsas a decreasein schoolabsenteei$fl,reduced.attendanceat

schoolhealthdispensaries,and more satisfactoryphysicalgrowth. When the

programmestartedin 1953, intereston thepart of parentswas negligible.

The situationnoy is that schoolswherethe schoollunchservice o~erates

Can.nOtmeet new entrants!ap~icatio~”fcr lack of s~ce. Visitsmade to the

more dfstfintvillagesin the Uwas have cbnfirmedthatthe proawame is

penetratin~,andis havinga continuingimpactin the maJorityof the truly

ruraldistrictsof Iraq.

Proposedplan

10 ● It is the Governments

programmedas rapidlyas practical.

desireto extendthe schoollunch

A numberof problemsof organization,

financing,and administration,including”the’relationshipof the Central

Governmentto the Liwasneed stillto be overcome,however,and a Teak gcal

Of 100,000for schoollunche~in the schoolyear endingMay,.1957,therefore

seem$to be realisttce In the meantime,the initiationof a simplecup-a-milk.

per-dayprogrammein schoolswherefull-scalelunches

preparethe way for a laterexpansion.

cannotbe organizedwill

/11.Relatedto this
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11 ● Relatedto this is an overallplanwhichthe Governmenti~

currentlydeveloping,with the cooyer&tionof WHO, to reorganizeits school.,
healthservices’inaccordancewith modernlyi’blichealthprinciples.In this

connexionthe”Govertienthas advisedUNICEF’t’~tassistancefor the

improvementof healthand nutr%tion

requested.

12● The presentylanwould.

yer year)to 80,000’child.renin the

work in~’theprimaryschoolsmightbe
.. .

providea dailyschoolmeal(for150 days

schoolyear 1955/56and increasethisnu’mber

to lC0,00Gih’19~6/57.I,%i!%!SQ~QQlneal&!we not served.,thechildrenwill
,,

receiveskfm”’miition the’%asis Of”ltOgram per childper day for 150 days

and f$sh‘li?er6il capmlei on the baste of one per day per childfor 80 days*

Thenumber tobe reachedthrought&Aidi.stributionwill be 120,000in the

1955/56schoolyear and ‘2ti0,000in 1956/5~. “‘ “
,.

13* Administrationof the entireserticewill continueto be carr$ed

Out Umer the @mary resp&sibilityof the Directorateof SchoolHealth
,.

in the Ministryof Health,whichwill coordinateall organizationaland

inter-ministerialaspectson a nationallevelthroughthe schoolServices

Central’Adviso~lbard. Provincialand localcommu;ityresponsibilities,will

“cent.fnueto be coordinatedunder the’directionof the LiwaSchoolFeeding

Boardsworkingin cooperationwith yarent/teachercomnitteest

14● Regul& inspectionof participatingschoolby ~ohoolhealth,,
officersand educationinspectorsIs recognizedby the Government, as an

indisyen~ablekey to a successfulproGramme* Iack of ade&ate regular

transportfor suchsupervisionhas hithertobeen a difficulty. In view of,,
this situation,the Governmentwill provideeach of the fourteenIAwas

with a suitablevehiclevhlchwill %oth provide

of the prograumeand also allowsmallemergency

tO be undertakenwhen necessary.

for supervisoryrequirements

trmeportationof supplies
.,,

,. .,

,,..

,, jlJIJICEFcommitment



would ~rovit,ethe fo?.lowi.ngto coverthe requirenenis

(i) Skimmnk ,,
a) for schoollunch,pro~amme 1080 tin-is
b] for expandedmilk distriltiutio~ 2160tons

tlwa@~ schools. _
total: 3240tons

(POcost)

a) for schoollunch yrogramie /+.8 aillion
b) for exyandedndlk

distributionthrou@ 9.6 million
schools

total: IL.J+million $35,000

38,000

Freight:
$%&&
—.-~

Governmentcomni.tments ‘——. .
16.

.
Althoughthe ~overnmentis @nning a three-yearprogramue

whichwould involveexpenditureof the ma~itude of $3 rnillion,itsmatching

commitmentshavebeen calculated,,fov the purposeof thisrecommendation

on a two-year%asis. Thus,at a cost of $0.054per rationper day, its

expenditureon localtoed stufffor the regularschoollunchservicew~uld

amountto about$1,460,0C0,besidessome$75,0C0the cost of importedcapsules,

which,in atiditiopto administrativec~stsand costsof distributionand

storaGe,would]lecetke totalin the qetghbourhocdcf $1,~00,000.
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FAO wrtici~ticn- ,...
..’ .

17 ● FAO baintainsan activeinterestin the development
,.

of this prcgramne. me F.’ORegionalNutritionistwill oontinue ,

tO make periodicvisitsto assi~tin the plarminGof extensions
,.

and in the instructioncourseofcm the Liwa Schoo.lllledicalOfficers.

Tar~ettime schedule

18● Supplies,fGrthe 1955/56 school year from

arrivein Baghdadas earlyas poflsibledurin,~tinelast
,.

1955* I?equil+ementsfo~ the cmtinu.jhlGprcgrammewill

UNICEF dlOUld

quarterof

be callet+forward

as necet3ss,ry. VehiGJ.es will be made a,vaila%le by the Government

duringthe firstquarterof 1956.
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